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ive | ~ “Dorchester Gaol, Oct. 28, 
CITIZENS, Year 3, of the Spanish Reovolution. 
|sfALL‘not be able to give you any thing like a lengthened 
wt laboured address, throughout the conclusion of the pre- 
gat volume, though I hope you will find matter equally 
teresting. ‘The present moment is a sort of crisis in my 
personal affairs, which occupies a more than usual portion 
omy time. ‘1 am, of course, labouring with all my might 
liberate myself and sister, from this Gaol, at the earliest 
pssiole-period. I have reason to expect, that I shall not 
able to bring on my action against the Sheriff, during the 
present sittings. Chief Justice Abbot, is too much engaged 
in seading more blasphemers to prison, and in perverting 
estatate law of the country, and saying it is illegal to 
day the divinity of Jesus Christ,* to give me Justice 
gansta robbery as bare-faced as ever took place 
under Bourbon laws. My hopes of liberating nry sister, or 
ayself, entirely depend on the assistance of you, Republi- 

aus, or the stepping forward of a monied friend. 
ltake this public opportunity, of returning my thanks to 
iit, Drakard, the proprietor of the Stamford News, for the 
rey liberal manner in which he has introduced my case to 
lepublienotice ; and Iam very happy to see'that those who 
teworthy of being called Radical Reformers, in the north 
of England, have at last, an impartial, spirited paper, cir- 
Mig among them. I desire no better proof of the jus- 
tee of my attack upon the Manchester Observer, and its 
(oductors, than to.be able to announce to the Republicans 
Mal it is dead,. for ever dead, as far as its late conductors 
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are or will be concerned with it. Fair play will eye, 
triumph over foul, in the long run; and so deliberate and 
well considered has been every attack that I have made 
upon what I have considered the corruptions among the 
Reformers, that I have never ceased to assiire myself of a 
fall 4nd public justification. 

R. CARLILE. 








TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Edinburgh, October 16th, in the year 1822, 

Sir, of the Carpenter’s Wife’s Son. 

I PERCEIVE by one of your letters to a correspondent at Portsea, 
that an Irish gentleman, of your acquaintance, is rather dissatisfied, 
that you do not in your publications, address the Republicans of Ire- 
land ; but I think the reasons you have there given, are quite satis- 
factory; especially as your publications apply to Deists as well as 
Republicans. 1 have spent two yéars of my life in that unhappy 
country, in many different parts of it; and I can positively say, that 
I never found one single Deist, although 1 was no way scrupulous in 
acknowledging my own deistical opinions. I found the people of 
Ireland, generally inclined to throw off the English Church and Go- 
vernment, but few of them had any idea of establishing in its place, 
a pure Representative System. In fact, from North to South, from 
East to West, they appeared to me to be, without an exception, a 
mass of believing Christians, of one kind or other; therefore you 
need not wonder that your publications do not cross the Irish 
Channel. 

Your observations, I think are pretty correct, when you say, that 
the Irish have been worse used by the English Christian Government, 
than the Greeks have been by the followers of Mahomet. The Turks 
never made the Greeks pay any tithes to support their men of God, 
and if they had, it would not have been more unreasonable, than the 
English Government making the people of Ireland, the followers of 
primitive Christianity, the true Apostolic Church, pay tithes of 
their produce to support the preachers of heresy. There is one good 
feature in the Mahometan Religion, which the Christians have for- 
got to imitate; all slaves, who may be converted to the Mahometan 
faith, are immediately relieved from slavery ; but, though the ¢ hris- 
tians are equally anxious to make converts to their faith, they bever 
consider it their duty to relieve their slaves, when they are converted 
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ever nthe Holy Christian Religion. Though Jésus had not the huma- 
and sity to pro ibit slavery in his system of Theology, the wily Arabian 

ade et had, and strictly enforced it, as an act of humanity consistent 

- the sith the true worshippers of a benevolent Deity. 

a jam also of your opinion, that Ireland should be unconnected 


rih Great Britain. It is sufficiently extensive and populous to form 
rE independent nation of itself; and if properly governed, might be 

° happy as it is fruitful. But it is not Catholic emancipation that 
rill give them happiness ; they must, by some grand effort, rescue 
themselves from the fangs of English tyranny, and clerical oppres- 
sion, Some who are connected with their press, should act the part 
that you have done, and write to obtain their independence and 
emancipation from the shackles of priestcraft, of every denomination; 
ras long as one of the hellish byood is connected with, or recog- 
iized in the government, no lasting comfort or happiness will be the 
lt of that, or any other people. We have proof positive of the 
endact of priests in all ages of the world. 














2, I have taken the freedom, Sir, to suggest one alteration in the 

heading of your publications, when you commence the next volume 
a if the Republican, It is my opinion, that every man belonging to 
| os te Island of Britain, ought to despise that name, when they know 
stig. bat it was given as an Opprobrious name, by the murdering Romans, 
il as rho came, without any just cause, to butcher the natives of the 
wie knd, and seize their country. The aborigines knew not the Is- 
itd land by that conquered name. Let servile, fawning, cringing, mo- 
sin tarchicalists, continue the name which the conquerors gave it, none 
a 0 well suits their mean disposition ; but I think it behoves Repub- 
Go. lcans to revive the ancient name of ALBION, the name by which 





lhe Island was known to its early inhabitants, It demeans us to 
knowledge‘ ourselves and our country by any opprobrious name 
lstowed upon us by tyrannical and ambitions conquerors. I would, 
lierefore, propose, that you should in future, address your publica- 
tons to the Republicans of the Island of Albion. 

Hoping that You and Your Family are all well, believe me, Sir, 
© be anxious for the good cause for which you are suffering. 
J. AFFLECK, 
















TO MR. R, CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 










3 Bolton, October 19th, 1822. 
Esteemep FRIEND AND CITIZEN, 
TH pleasure | sit down to inform you, that a few Friends in 
ina” have put into my hands the sum of £2. 14s. 6d. (being their 
subscription towards the liquidation of the unjust fines im- 
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posed upon you,) which I will this day pay to Mr. Wheeler of Man. 
chester, on your account, | am desired also to transinit their kindest 
and most respectful compliments to yourself, family, and to all others, 
who like you, are in bonds for having expressed their opinions on 


{ 
speculative matters, and to assure you, that, in their breasts, the | a 
most sovereign contempt is excited against the government, who can Joh 
sanction such sentences fer imputed crimes, and to express a hope wi 
that the time is fast approaching, when mankind will find that “© 
Religion is altogether a personal concern, and permit every man to ps 
worship, or not to worship, according to the dictates of his own con- tp 
science. On my part,, permit me to say, I have strong doubts igi 
respecting a consummation so devoutly to be wished, seeing that I the 
centuries have rolled past, since the art of printing was discovered; rs 
and almost every art and science expanding in improvement. The y 
art of man has taught him to mount in the air, to dive in the sea; ils 
to find a path through the trackless ocean; and even to lay the vivid du 


lightning harmless at his feet; but in dogmas of Theology, the 

experience of a thousand years retain a great portion of their bane- 

ful influence; ‘and we are still taught that a God of mercy has 

damned his offspring to eternal torments because one woman was 10 

persuaded to eat an apple, and that they may be saved by believing 

that the Deity had carnal connection with another; and still worse, 

that individuals are incarcerated in prisons for endeavouring to per- 

suade man to assume his dignity and treat such chimeras as they 

merit, ( 
With best wishes, for the health of Yourself, Family, and incar- i, 

cerated Friends, | am yours to command re 


JOHN BEYES. s 
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John M‘Connell 

A Friend to Reforin 
lican aad James Ridings 

John Ridings 
tase Heap a James Ridings, jun 
john Cameron, @ Materialist, Robert Bourdman 
who believes that matter never John Greenhalgh 
sascreated, and that the mov- On > vho is not surprised at the 
ag principle in Nature never incarceration of virtuous Fe- 
did nor ever will reveal itself. males, when the moral Bishop 
w man, consequently all Re- of Ciogher is amongst their 


ieory Dickins 

award Kennerdall 

hin Pye, a Repub 
Materialist 


. > oe 
iion is Idolatry 2 0 Prosecutors 


If the Scriptures are of God, free discussion cannot harm Truth 
them, if they are of men it is blasphemy to argue their aE 

divine origin ; therefore, instead of warily abusing each Charity 
other, let'us coolly and impartially examine the matter, ree Hy 

alo assist those who suffer ia doing this simple but sacred \ Christian 


duty 





10MR. JOHN HEYES, BOLTON, LANCASHIRE, 





« 


Dorchester Gaol, October 20th, 1822, 

Citizen, of the fabled Carpenter’s Wife’s Son. 

irre returning my thanks to the Republicans of Bolton for 
istheir third subscription, I wish to ealiven you a littie upon 
he certain power and progress of the Printing Press. You 
observe justly, that it has been established for centuries, and 
that it has done but little yet towards rooting out all con- 
trained idolatry. This is true, but recollect, the little that 
tas been done, has been done within the last thirty years; 
tid within the last four years in this country more has been 
dove than during the whole period of the establishment of 
the Printing Press before that time: Thomas Paine’s “ Age 
of Reason” was the first serious and honest attack ever 
wade upon the Christian Idolatry in this country. Many 
‘ueers and jeers were passed upon it, from the time of what 
Sealled the glorious Revolution of this country, down to 
lhe close of the last century; but nothing like a serious 
iilack until the first part of the “ Age of Reason” appeared. 
be works of Annett, Chubb, Morgan, Gordon, Collins, 
indal, Toland, Bolingbroke, and all the half measured 
tists of the last century, had left little or no im pression in 
Ne country ; so that when the ** Age of Reason” appeared, 
twas received as a perfect novelty by the great body of 
te people. There have bees a number of Atheists and 
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Deists in this country among the educated part of the peo- 
ple ever since the reign of Elizabeth, but their opinions were 
never‘avowed through ‘the Printing Ptéss,until the Revoly- 
tion of 1688 had taken place, and after that, but in a very 
ambiguous manner. * ; 

The impressions of the Printing’ Press when made appli- 
cable to the progress of truth can never be erased from the 
public mind. * Sophistry and falsehood ‘will be suré, sooner 
or later;‘to find refutation and rejection, but truth, when 
once spoken, will stand for ever, and is‘alike in all ages and 
toall persons: ‘Every repetition becomes an addition to 
its force, and every impression of the Printing Press adds to 
its former power when rightly applied. ‘There is much of 
sophistry and falsehood yet to be brushed away, but | feel 
satisfied, that the Press is competent, when worked by the 
arm of courage, and devoted to the cause of truth and 
liberty. Just calculate how many persons may read one 
copy of the “ Age of Reason,” if it be taken care of. | 
know several persons, who have kept copies, whicl they 
purchased of me in 1819, in constant use, in the way of 
lending them up to this time, and instances where a single 
copy has gone through fifty families, all approving as they 
read. This is the way to calculate the power of the Print- 
ing Press: ‘Had the ‘“‘ Age of Reason” kept circulating 
from its first appearance, as it has within these last four 
years, it would ere this, have undermined the Christian 
Idolatry of this country ; but it is notorious that it was spell 
bound for twenty years, with the exception of a few copies 
put forth by Daniel Isaac Katon. From December 1818, to 
December 1822 near twenty thousand copies will have 
gone into circulation. ‘* Let Corruption rab out that i she 
can,” a8 Mr. Cobbett said of his forty thousand Registers. 

The power of the Printing Press progresses arithmetically, 
it is continually doubling itself, and a free press for a very 
short period would annihilate all corruption if it was honestly 
conducted. Be of good cheer, my good friend John Heys, 
you T'hope, will live to see the commencement of a bright 
era in Europe, and every chain that keeps down humat 
liberty burst'astinder. 

I received your towns-man William’ Thompson’s letter to 
Mr. Butler, butI did not consider Mr. B. worth any /arther 
notice ‘in printthan I ‘had givenhim. I have the letter now 
by mé, if f'shouldever see occasion to put it forth. I bave 
the certain knowledge that I have already given the N ortherw 
Union Subscription its death blow, as far as its first founda- 
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weat. My Yorkshire correspondent informs me, that, 
ty of a delegation of the Yorkshire Subscribers, 


peo- fon 


majority 
were vw be at-Dewsbury, came to the resolution, that the first 


see pplication of the funds they had subscribed should be to 
: ie relief of incarcerated Reformers; and that any surplus 
ppli- goney may ¢ben. be prudently applied to parliamentary 
the poses. ‘ This is as it should be. I see some one, who 
oner iid not like this resolution, has sent a different account of 
‘hen itothe papers, saying; that a distinct subscription should be 
and sup for incarcerated Reformers, but if 1 know my corres- 
n to yadentpwho was present, I,can venture to say, that mine 

s to is the correct statement. , 
1 of I have also, the satisfaction of seeing, that most cor- 
fee! npt of all corrupt, papers, the late Manchester Observer, 
the asagain gone down. I was satisfied when I denounced it, 
and hat the men on whom it depended were neither bold nor 
one honest enough to keep it standing as an echo of the sentiments 
| ofthe Radical Reformers. Mr. Hunt, in writing its epitaph 
ey ays: “I am not unacquainted with the arts that have been 
of wed, and the plots that have been constantly formed by the 
gle wents of all the political factions, to put an end to the 
Manchester Observer, merely because it was a paper devoted 


othe cause of Radical Reform.” Now I take upon myself 
sayy that this is a fabricated and unfounded complaint, 
utterly devoid of truth. Nosuch plots, no-arts of any kind, 
lave been practised to injure it. It was never noticed by 
ity person in print but by myself in the way of condemna- 
lot. Every public print like that speaks for itself, and 
cannot be injured by arts or plots. The plain matter of 
hetis, that Mr. Hunt’s favourite Knight (Saxton) the Editor 
of that paper, is a man that possesses no one good principle, 
ind isneither countenanced or supported by any one respect- 
ible man.or woman in Lancashire or Yorkshire, who bas 
a¢an opportunity of knowing him. He is further noto- 
"ously dishonest, by spending at the ale-house such pro- 
perty as he can get any one to trust him with. The Man- 
thester Observer having to depend upon the management of 
ticha man as this could not stand. Saxton has been the 
Y plotter against its existence, and that plotting has been 
‘atied on in a pot-house. , 
he Northern Union can be kept,up on no,other ground 
that of making its first principle a support of incarce- 
Reformers, Is it not infamous, that it should be ne- 
‘essary to raise a clamour throughout the country, for .the 
Purpose of raising £150 to liberate Mr. Lewis from Oakham 
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Gaol, whilst four on five handred, pounds lay idle jp the 
hands of Sir Charies Wolseley, asthe Keformers subser; ption 
money 3 It is &) corrupt ailairs angl J shail soon hope to bear 
that the Lancashire Reformers, who-subsoribe to this fund. 
will soon follow.the example of those in Yorkshire. I? they 
will do this, I pledge myself that the number of subscribers 
will belustantly doubled, aud something like union wili be 
established, but if this be net-dene;if-money be wasted for 
parliamentary purposes, whilst one man lays in a prison in 
want, fotiadvoéating the cause 6?! Reform; the subscribing 
Reformers will be the basest of scoundrels, as well as the 
most arrant of blockheads. 

ly have no. eve to this fund .myseélfs0 Its whole amount isa 
trifle in Gomparison to my fines, and were it all voted to me 
I should scarcely feel it. ‘1 must look to better unions and 
higher objects for my liberation, than such as that which is 
now called the Northern Union. 

There has never yet been a union among the Reformers 
upon sound political principles, I want ;to see a union 
where one of the first. objects shall. be, mutual instrue- 
tion, and where there shall be as little of money sub- 
scriptions as possible, It is -very rare that subscription 
monies are free from misapplication; and it is particularly 
desirable that no more shall be subscribed .tban is’ immedi- 
ately wanied. Reai strength is not exhibited among the 
Reformers.ar any other bodies by an extensive subscription 
fund, but ‘by ‘being always able to meet any imperative de- 
manudd¢hat “may fall upoa them. I cannot help thinking 
but that Maney subscriptions are very bad foundations for 
exhibiting’strength and union. ‘The least mismanagement of 
the funds is sure to disgust all the subscribers, and the 
strength and union vanishes at once. Let the Republicans 
of Bolton be assured there is no cause, for despoudency. I 
I cannot raise money to clear my fines I shall not cespoud 
for a moment, nor be vain enough to think that the cause 
of liberty depends upon me. Whether I am in or whetler 
[ am out of prison that cause will take its course just the 
same, and though the Printing Press has only just begun to 
work effectually, recollect it can never be chained by igno- 
rance again, but both its moral and its physical power wid 
go on increasing until mankind reach all the happiness tat 
their natures are adapted to enjoy. - 

Courage and perseverance must be our motto. In ° 
ages these qualities have performed wonders, and in al 
ages they are alike in cause and effect. By these the French 
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sblicans, at the close of the last century, performed pro- 
of-eakotr, “and” dispersed despotism ip all’ directions. 
sito beequally acvessfal weimust be equally cou- 


hep 
igies ©" 
jj we WI — = a ce 
asda d Perey tne esa 
Fee lam, Citizen, respectfully yours, 

R. .CARLILE, 
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Sik omg olo. w « Chadderton, 1822, 9th Month, 12th Day, 
\rew Friends in, the, Village of Chadderton, near Oldham, bee 
lave to offer this, smal! tribute of their esteem, for your bold, your 
ueeasing, and patriotic endeavours, to rescue the minds of, your 
idlow-creatures from the usurped grasp of Kingcraft and Priest- 
mit, You, Sir, are incarcerated for the expression. of your. senti- 
neits;—we abhor all attempts to refute opinion by the mauacle and 
le dangeoh, The’ expedients which wicked Governments ever 
ave recourse to before they are annihilated, are innumerable, there 
we thousinds of measures, and thousands of channels, in which 
ihostiimeasures operate, three of which measures they have been 
cracsousl y pleased: (for, thank God, we bave nothing but gracious 
uel ja Our. Government) to administer unto you; first, they have 
igreed to put your bedy,in prison fur a certata time, and whén that 
lweisexpired to shew their humane and Christian-like dispositions, 
bey have agreed to let you out again on the conditions of your pay- 
iy Fifteen Hundred Pounds, aud further you are. to give bail for 
your future good conduct through life; what line of conduct they 
nil allow you to pursue I am unable to conjecture, they will perhaps 
meyou the same indulgence as the King of Morocco allows the 
Laropeans ; but, be that as it may, they do all this ander the hypo- 
muical pretence of protecting Morality and Christianity; What, 
uuotithe gréat God Jehovah, the God Jesus, the Holy Ghost, and 

Bishop of Clogher, together with seventy or eighty thousand of 
lie Holy Order of Fub-Thumpers, protect Christianity against the 
iltacks ef asingle bookseller, without calling to their aid the seeu- 
at arm 2 Well, if force ibe requisite to prop up Christiamty, and 
_ HecHOR be the only. proper mode of teaching. Christian moral- 
4; then the greatest despots, rogues, and thieves will ever make 
t best nstians, 4) oy. | 

: you, Sir, may live. to batter down all, these. wanton syco- 

Is, ose Self-conceited agents of terrible Gods, and establish 
re tet Tuins the standard of Reason and Trath, is the sincere 
Your most affectionate Friend aud Well-wisher, 
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P. 8. You will oblige us by answering this through the mediy 
of the Republican, give our best respects to your Wife and Sister, 
and t the though their bodies are in a ‘eat yet their names 


are extended from one end of the kingdom’ sane er. 
. ak [ ae ; 4 
s, d. ee . 3 
Reason and Truth shall be our. _ A Free Tedites 1 , 
guide, an i ok ¢ “A Friend to Pree Discussion 1 0 
Unity shall bind us, _ “Not ‘Threé'but’One ~~ 10 
When cing and Priests are set “"" * "GH tias Yates, ati ‘Enemy to 
asid Persecution 0 6 
Happy then you'll find us. | Thomas Kershaw 9 9 
John Parkinson 2 0~--R-€. a Materialist 10 
James Kent, a a and Edward Curran 1 0 
eel us bU oan b ve the Fund of the Miles 
g ti. ono 19) -f) oys Plating Reading Sogiety 6 
Te htop, n; mn to. _ . James Gre ; - 0 6 
Rie and ud re asi oe James: fughes' | 0 ; 
Nothing ata HEA! vata 0 16° 


ws, 10} 





lege 


TO,THE VILLAGERS OF CHADDERTON, NEAR} 


OLDHAM, VANCASHIRE. 


; 
iJ, 





Worrny Rerusricans, Dorchester Gaol, Oct.'26, 1822. 
Your shillings are accepted with’ the same feelitigs as they 
would be if they ‘were’ pounds, from a conviction that to 
the extent of your ability it is a free will offering to the 
glorions cause of liberty. It is upon this altar alone that 
sacrifices are worth making; where you defend principles 
whose, bearings you can comprehend. 

I hope to.get a footing in every village in the country 
within a few months more, at least I shall “labour most ass 
duously to»that object. The principles and benefits of repub- 
licanism are common, they extend to villagers as well as to 
citizens, and ‘embrace all.men alike: 

Perseveré Republicans, Villagers of Chadderton, in the 
open discussion of yours and your néighbours’ principles, 
until you become unanimous. Benet on it that this !s the 
right path to liberty and happiness. 


Sincerely devoted to pene cause, 
Ze ‘R. CARLILE. 
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: 6 Where Socrates expired, a tyrant’s slave, ir 
1 0 A coward, and a, fool, spreads death around— 
.¢ Then shu dering meets his own. i 
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SiR, _ -Millbridge, October 24, 1822. 
6 0 {ra friendly meeting Of ‘the' undersigned persons, it was unani- 
; 6 usly agreed, that it ‘is the duty of eyery Républican to act upon 
: be plan suggested by your friends at Manchester, that is, to sub- 
wide the sun of one shilling, towards liquidating the inquisition- 
ike fines, imposed upon you by our present state-inquisitors, and it 
ns the further opinion of the meeting, that if every Republican 
wild act upon the aforesaid plan, there would be no doubt but the 
‘uttermost farthing”? of your fines would be raised before the term 
fyourimprisonment expired. We,the undersigned, would therefore 

idiress ourselves through your pages to the Republicans at large. 
fevery Republican would act upon the aforesaid plan: ‘‘if” did 
2. lay? Can there be any ‘‘ifs??? Can there be any fear of the Re- 
they pbicans not doing their duty:at a moment like the present, when 
t to lelast spatk of remaining liberty is sought to be extinguished? If 
ity donot wrench the iron sceptre from the hand of Despotism, 
nili which it has so long ruled the world, it will be their own faults. 
la Despotism but crush the press, and all its work i8 dones ‘it may 
ba sit secure amid the groans of an enslaved people, and sinile to 
ws clank our chains and curse the unknown hand that°rivets 


- bem, Let it but-surmount this barrier of liberty, and down goes 
* ery thing dearito society. We shall dwindle into a rude aud bar- 
se ation fit companions to the inhabitants of the trackless forest 
is (0 


ud the'tangled:- wood! down will go the sacred temple of science, to 
reheat has been the work of ages. The sacred magazines of 
‘hoary philosopher will be ravaged by the filthy hands of hired 
mm while their, employers, grin ghastly to see the toil of many 
‘committed to the relentless ames. Inthe ruins of those sacred 
uples, the midnight owl will screech a doleful death-dirge to our 
part , steatness! The future traveller, passing over the once- 
@ Cogland, Shall, like Volney in the ruins of Palmyra, weep a 
1 inurned and her greatness changed to an empty name! 
“pubhieans shall we be reduced to this disgraceful state without 
r eee fo avert the impending ruin? Shall we become the scoff 
A a and all future venerations, and not endeavour to pre- 
mMamy? Shall we see the last great barrier of liberty, the 


Wrested from us by a horde of cold-blooded villains, and not 
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endeayour to, Wepelthem 2. Methinks | hearyousexclaim, « Fo); lm be 
it evenyjamanly feeling!” (yiheén cast yeun éyelvpen its) greatest tho 
Champions See him, lidgering adeathsome life ah lie putrid air of ; fi 
nagsenus, dungeon forthree whele years, iwliilst his: property. has bei id 
twice swept. away, by! the kandsief the lawless: suffians! . Liis dmiabjln Jin 
wife, too, torm fromiberehiidret to a dungeonsfor following! fis. busi i To 
ness to maihtain;Herselfiand family! Thenzito douwmlete; the misery (eo 
of this devoted fatiily;:they durtihis Sistdrte:alloathsotme,cell with: {be 
fine of £500,\thobgh ithey Knew that she hadcno: pieperiy wherewith jun 
to meetiit!-By, the sacred named.of TRUTH amdLits onvy, | donjurel bm 
you to coméferward-and resctie these devoted ivietitas from: the fangs ie 
of the base destrdyers4:Dbeins.is not the cause.of-w party, or afae ise 
tion, but the cause of every man, who thinks that life without liberty 

is not worth the enjoyment+-—-tt-wasnotthe-tove of wealth that urged 

them to this mighty daring:—a daring unexampled in the history of 

the world; but the desire of emancipiadfing: the biaran race, and from 

a conviction that the press, in disseminating useful knowledge, is the 
greatest foe to despotisnr, they bravely. detemnited, at every hazard 
to defend it. Shall we then basely desert them in their arduous 
struggle, and leave them at the mercy of a gang of villains unequal 
led in the annals of infamy? -Nod¢ detus to a man, of those who « 
serve the name of man, act upon the plan suggested by the brave it 
publicans of Manchester; :and, if one subscription will not do, let us 
meke another and another! What is the paltry sum of a few shillings 
for each man compared to the heart-felt gratification éf having eeultr 
buted to the liberty of a nation?’ Think not that it is Mr. Carlile aloue 
thatthe:despots wish to crash,: No! [tis the principles he so ably a 
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»Yeur siieerd Friend, and Well-wisher,-> |» 
JAMES PEN NY. 
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P. S. The sabscribers, name jn the. Dewsbury. subscription S18 
«Thomas Dickenson” was a mistake. on my_ part, was ORs 
4¢kefson Vraper, Dewsbury, for which mistake I ask his parden. 
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be us "| * ‘os Miraelesof' Moses and Jesus contrasted.“ 
‘ine EE a | . : 
pouitri Deak Isaacs, ;, nett 
‘alone lity Jehovah: eondesc 
ty ail 
quali 
Urpese 
pia 
) Tals 
unize 
al im 
yd" a 
wn 
icate 
riety: 
Hh i, ongettul operations which Moses performed in his 
ved (OM eachant ithe sight.of, his whole court, his magi¢ians and 
~ ee »sNet-even the presence .of the: Jatter; who 
— metre in the whole art of necromancy, and 
be conld } of-detecting Moses, if be had been an impos- 
8 divine oo” Moment deter him from openly displaying 
Y Svine power. ‘Although th ded at first in de- 
ke ing Phayoab g ey succeeded at iirst in de- 
! Noses, eab, so that he would not hearken to the voice 
igne todg yet when the rod of the latter swallowed up all 
ap fazer " Magiciaus, and a series of miracles in which 
dev. 0! God was manifested in a most remarkable 
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mater, was' performed $y thre? ipréseriee-of thie king and 


all Egypt, the monarch was themfoypded ay Ftetdodo yy; 
overwhelming: evidlenice J of hte trdth 16fMuwts's gia, 
dndtwilibérate our fathers fldn bondag elo: D dring ite ye 
ete Git Legigha te 
frequently under stheweécesity of perfdrmiig: miracles 
-proot hiy bding authorised Sy thebAdmighty¥ to! dastrict ang 
dirboPonrnativn,“uidto cobvined the surfownding nation 
thatidtr fathers2were the pech hab fagdirti cssoofthuayeso!o 
ait dhose Oocasivtisy the Ghiracles suexe Oped performed) nc 
“onty! im iprésenes lofotlse: ScR hdérsy of Israel)! bat of th 
_ Sswhole people,”iwhd had thas'4 dethonstration before thei 
eyes, that he was sent of God, and a true proptiet? 1'Tt 
‘supernatural events werecal sd -calewlated© to extite® aiblin 
ideasnof ‘Jehovah, and’ to procute ‘veal and “sobstantial ad 
vantages tothose fori whom ithey ‘were dperated.2( oo! 
oH ow! very: different were! the conduct and. pretended ‘wi 
racles ‘ofthe’ Messiah. of: the? Christians: °Jesus ‘alway 
studious! avoided’ opérating in presénee of those who we 
ieapable of jadgingoas to his pretensions! “It<wus only wit 
the ignorant and “vulgar he associated) qnd befdre whom | 
essayed'to perform mitacies:? On-one occasion, he refuse 
toumeetokingH erollwho had-ex pressed! a-desire'to see him 
On another; when cabled apon to give*some “ sigw” of ‘hi 
divine’ authority, he evaded this,' and ‘replied to those'wh 
interrogated shim; that! if they destroyed the°Temple, b 
would build it up again in'three days.’ It appears, howeve 
that our ‘fathers had! more°sense than to act upon this fools 
proposal of Jesas)> "What Motive could “this pretende 
Messiah ‘bave *for ‘tefusing ‘to see Herod’? ‘The mtervies 
if’ heitwas the Son ofGod, woald not ‘only have eontribite 
tovthe’ conversion of this: prince, “and? ef ‘all -bis‘coart, 0 
e#emjofdall' Judea, and perhaps of the whele Roman emp 
‘Aesingle mirkcle of ‘consequence, performed before a cot 
aickunwledged: dnd attested by persons of ‘high tudor 
pees tos rN iHave . been more yo eee < 
pected testimony ofall the peasan ites?’ Far fror 
complying ‘with the requea of Heron and spot 
emimeiit aebénefit, Fesas' withdrew as sobn’as he ‘leariee™ 
prinieé’s'inténtion!dsHe, whaoften attéred the  niost ter™ 
cupsesagainst sith as rejected ‘him, scoried the inviletio 
of casovereign pandfled! intoadeserty instead’ of Jabourin 
formhis; conversion.’ The Messiah who made no'difficelty' 
entering’ ‘the Housesdf a centeurian to 'héeab bis’stave, refus 
to visit a taénarch, im ordércto*bureshis blindness, #04 
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oe back taihisoself. all his.eubjects, for whom, he attened 
spediatiyisent! J ean’ oof fii 
athens dthe: condtet of; Moses ant lasteed of 
oa bitnself~ before oPhareeh,;| and, operfarming, -so 
bi destla,-he had,» liked Jesus, oskulked out: of the 
tay Show) ihisoface,iinisrbat light, dear 
qudhi adaduct have-been vieweth by: this, mo- 
seh, Nhowld he adt bawerdespised him, aridnegarded: his 
sfatbers did those, of Jesus; as'the effusions 
ab 0 dmagination 2; Our: pation, would have 
lioupdito fhe bp ur, undér ‘the yokeiof Egypt, rd no better 
— than (the Hebets Maen —— 
1q 901i 8 bas .bow to 3: 
Meal tion of, aJesus| were pestoringki in. cohen ead 
niet citcamstaneés that, must always . tender ein, sus- 
ot theits imatility;.to ,mankind., isnot less apparent. 
vantage did, the; poorvillagers,of Cana derive ftom 
be first; on which Jesus is said,to bave performed in 
hit place? The, transmutation of the water. into, wine! ren- 
ed: it) intoxitating, iconsequently more injurious tothe 
hnanysystem, lespecially .. when /administered ; to. persons 
mohad already, indulged rather, freely in -its use, as:was 
incase with those for- whom Jesus is said to have performed 
uid +» The sending:a legion of devils-into|a herd ‘of 
mngidstead, of being of advantage-to any one; was-of the 
ee alice and-injury|'to theiowsers of) the-herd, 
by! wantonly plundered of their property, 
sone by. this fine -pantomimic. trick: of the 
Atjappears that the proprietors of the swine did 
weALIS affairs for we find Jesus: very quickly .de- 
‘pg from, the; place, to avoid being. brought to.treuble 
sre \cWhete was-the-sense-or utilityof, overturn- 
ihe tablesiof | the, money changers? It migbt:be-profit- 
= the followers ; of Jesus, inbo it Cannot be supposed 
pt stand; iby, inactive while so: gdod: an <épportunity 
of replenishing, their purses. . Our eoundtrymeb, dear 
mavere the sufferers on this. occasion; ‘could: view 
dB no other light than as an -unpricdcipled 
. = eed,:the Nazarene Messiah abd: his followers, 
. eeoee ip avery favourable light; im this re- 
sree We find-them,; without any. re 
dsaxersing: the corn-fields{ and making pret 
Sis Be Peadnoe of; other peopille’s labour-a practice 
deen faithfully imitatedsby the-heads ofthe: Naza- 
Choarols, inl ages, af menos to the present-day. : 
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The miracle of cursing the fig-tree, because it did yo 
bear fruit in the winter seasoti, seems to justify the opinion 


that Jesus was sometimes influenced by malignant feelipos 
= Ble 


At one time we find him speaking to. his mother in a ver) 
unbecoming manner, aud, at other times, censuring our pg 


tion in a style oi language indicative of any other sentimenf 


but benevolence. 
_In all the miracles of Moses, there is a grandeur ap( 


sublimity becoming the majesty of the Supreme Ruler o 


the world. ‘those performed before Pharoah, effected the 
deliverance of our nation from a cruel slavery; and those 


exhibited in the wilderness, such as bringing water out o 
‘the rock, and quails and manna from heaven, served to nou 


rish them continually, while the miraculous hand. of the 
Lord was equally manifest in preserving their clothes entire 


during a period of forty years. In all this, the kindnes 
and wisdom of Jehovah were made manifest to the nation 
In the conduct of the Nazarene Messiah, was displayed th 
extreme of folly, and sometimes maliguity, without one 
feature tending to the glory of God, or the happiness of bi 
creatures. 

Adieu, dear Isaacs; let your constant prayer be for the 
restoration of our dispersed and oppressed uation. 


NATHAN JOSEPH. 





LETTER XX. 


Morality of Jesus. 


Deak Isaacs, | 

‘THE moral principles, said to have been taught by Jesus 
are also referred to by his followers as a proof of the divin 
nature of his mission. If d¢rwe morality bad not been know 
in the world before the coming of Jesus, something might 
conceded on this point to the Nazarenes.—The fact, howeve 
is their pretended Messiah inculeated nothing of a mot 
tendency, which was not formerly recognised in our hol 
law, and acted upon, not only by our nation, but by man 
of the heathen, with which they were surrounded. In pro 
of this latter fact, I have made the following extracts from | 
work originalty writfen in the Chinese language, by the cel 
brated Confucius, who lived about 600 years beiore the ps 
' riod fixed for the birth of Jesus. “ Do to another (says 7 
great moralist) what you would they should do unto 3° 
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yd do.not unto another what you would should not be done 
io you? thou only needest this law alone ; it is the founda- 
jin and principle of ali.the rest.”*—* Desire not the death 
ihineenemy ; thou wouldst desire it in vain: bis life is in 
jebandsiof' heaven.” t—‘* Acknowledge thy benefits by the 
urn of other benefits, but never revenge injuries.”t—We 
myhavean aversion for an enemy without desiring revenge. 
The motions of nature are not always criminal.”§—Innumer- 
gieare the maxims which might be quoted from the works 
dother ancient sages, to show that the principles of genuine 
gorality were well understood long before the era of the Na- 
gene faith,even by men who had no. pretensions to divine 
snitation.’-Can it, dear Isaacs, be believed, that nations like 
Chinese; the Egyptians, the Babylonians, the Assyrians, 
deGreeks, and the Romans, could have existed in the flour- 
pee ranecr they vid, and that for 80 long a period, with- 
ibeing influenced by correct morals? Virtue is as essextial 
: he wel being of society as pure air is to the existence of 
bodies ina healthy state. Morality is simply the science 
wreeiprocally promoting the happiness of the beings with 
which we are associated. Society could not exist one hour 
wihoutit, It is ridiculous, therefore, in the Nazerenes, to pre- 
tnd that all mankind are vicious who are not of their religion, 
ud that the conduct of no one can be acceptable to the Deity 
less it is influenced by Nazarene principles. 
Itis true, that the morality inculcated by Jesus, was of a 
wore sublimated cast than any thing taught before it. But it 
sqwually true, that the experience of nearly twenty centuries 
usshown this theory to be impracticable, and that those pro- 
sg tobe under its influence, have not exhibited more cor- 
tt lives ots people of our nation, or even many of the 
merets LENE aganrs. 
ibis @ leading ere in the Nazarene code of morality 
‘man ought to ‘love his enemies.” This is utterly im- 
Mlesand, therefore, never could have been enjoined by 
= Avman may abstain from doing evil to the person by 
Bae ued bat love can only be excited in ogi ae 
2 ovject which we consider friendly towards us. Pytha- 
; ung before the time of Jesus, oid Let men revenge 
» ¥e8'0u their enemies by labouring to convert them into 
*; and Socrates taught, that “ it was not lawful for a 
"00 had-reseived an injury, to revenge it-by doing an- 
 Wary.”—In these excellent maxims we find a correct 


\ * Moral 24, +-Moral 51... t Moral 53. § Moral 63. 
2, Vol. VI. 
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commentary on that holy law, which commands us not to de i 
an injury, but all the good we can, to our neighbour. Fard {0 
ther than this, it never could be required of man to go. on 


Jesus is said to have enjoined his disciples, that when any 
one smote them on the right cheek, they were to turn the le 
also, and when deprived of their cloak, they were voluntarily 
to surrender their coat. If this maxim were to be followed 
the laws of every society would be overturned.— Every jus 
_ defence of our person and rights would be suppressed, an¢ 
the world would be overrun with murderers, robbers, an¢ 
aggressors, 

It was equally ridiculous to order, that a man ina passio 
should be treated as a murderer, and that deszre should be con 
sidered in the same light as fornication. One may be in 










passion and restrain himself, or afterwards repair the inju ta 
he has done; but he never can restore life to a man whom h ie 
has deprived of it. Before our natural desires can be render 
ed criminal, it must first be shown that we could have di at 


pensed with them altogether. God having been pleased 
confer them upon us, it can only be for their abuse, and ne 
for their use that we are accountable. 

The innovation upon our holy law, in the case of divore 
is highly prejudicial to the happiness of many families. 
compels a man to live with a woman, and a woman with 
man, who may be odious to eack other, although true to tl 
marriage bed. The Nazarene writers do not all seem t 
have approved of this maxim of Jesus. John Milton, wi 
is greatly celebrated for the book, entitled, “‘ Paradise Lost 
maintained, “‘ that indisposition, unfitness, or contrary bt 
mours, proceeding from any unchangeable cause in nature bi 
dering, aud always like to hinder the main ends and benef 
of conjugal society, peace and delight, are greater reasons 
divorce than adultery or natural frigidity, provided there be 
mutual consent for separation*.” The Nazarene reforme 

















Martin Bucer, Peter Martyn, Erasmus, and Grotius, avowé ‘ 
similar sentiments in their writings.. The no less celebrate a 
Toland says, that “‘ marriage certainly, like all other co o 
tracts, was ordained for the benefit of man, and not mé a 
created for marriage; wherefore it ought to be suited to | b. 
convenience and happiness, and not be made a snare to fe rt 
der him uneasy or miserable t.” | tio 
How correct, dear Isaacs, do these Nazarenes wrile, whe ner 
bin 


* Milton’s Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce, 1664. 
+ Toland’s Life of Milton, p. 57. London, 1699. 
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jeit minds are divested of the prejudices of their religion. 


in my next letter I shall send you some additional remarks 
athe morality of Jesus. 


NATHAN JOSEPH 





LETTER XXI. 


Same subject continued. 


Dear ISAACS, 
tus Nazarene legislator directed his followers to cut offany 


if their members which gave them cause of offence. This 
gems a very fatal expedient, and is contrary to the precept, 
hat we ought not to do any thing that may endanger our 
ins, Besides, as it is not through the members, but the in- 
dination, that sin is committed, it was absurd in Jesus to 
ay, that a man would escape punishment by depriving him- 
elfofan eye, a leg, or an arm. It is certain that the Naza- 
me doctors have not always conformed to this notable 
maxim. The whole torrent of Protestant and Catholic wri- 
bs, make loud complaints against the loose morals of their 
yiests in almost every age. ‘They tell us that the bishops, 
leinferior clergy, and the monks, led most indecent lives ;. 
lutnothing was more common than for Catholic priests, 
thoare forbid marriage, to bring up their bastards publicly. 
le will of Croni, bishop of Cambray, is still extant, wherein 
kleavesseveral legacies to his children, and reserves a sum 
‘ot the bastards which he still hopes that God will be so 
fucious as to give him, in case he recover from his illness.”* 
Nhat would have become of so many prelates aud ecclesias- 
ial libertines, if, to appease the lusts of the flesh, and make 
Mration for scandal, they should have taken it into their 
to follow the counsel of Jesus? ~ : 
be recommendation given by Jesus to his disciples, not 
bamass property, and to care not for to-morrow, would be 
*} lujurious to families. A father ought to provide subsist- 
efor his children and if he does not previously make 
"ecalculation in his mind how this is to be accomplished, 
will find himself sadly deceived. The maxim may suit 
8, such as priests and monks, who hold labour in 
blorrence ; but it can never be acted upon in a society, 
Z industrious habits are essential to the well-being of 
udividuals of which it is composed. 


* Hist. of Leo X. 
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Poverty of spirit was a favourite dogma of the Nazareno 
Messiah, although with the same breath iu which he recoy. 
mended it, he told his disciples, that it was necessary to be 
perfect as their heavenly Father was perfect. What else wag 
this but making God a stupid being, and telling us, that to 
enter paradise, it is requisite that we should become fools? 
Poorness of spirit, in the language of the Nazarene doctors 
means a total renunciation of reason, and an abject submis. 
sion to the will of the priests. To judge for one’s self in mat 
ters of faith, is with them the greatest of crimes: to enter 
tain doubts as to any thing they teach, is worse than Atheism 
and to avow liberal principles in opposition to their narrow 
and selfish views, isutter damnation. There is no safety bu 
in the most humble dependance upon these spiritual guides 
who, notwithstanding their eagerness to recommend meek 





ness, poorness of spirit, and charity, are the most arrogant ? 
and intolerant of men. : rf 

These, dear Isaacs, are the leading maxims of that marvel- % 
lous and supernatural morality, which Jesus is said to have r 


taught his disciples, and which, at this day, is held up as: ” 
model of perfection. If those who first heard it preached 


and those who now hear it, are poor tn spirit, it is no wa} 4 
surprising that it should meet their approbation. They areg.) 
generally the dregs of the people, and of the miserable. A x 
austere stoical morality is well suited to persons oi this deg. 
scription. It transforms their actual situation into virtue. IG... 
flatters their vanity, makes them proud of their misery, bar hl 
dens them against the strokes of fortune, and persuades thengi y, 
that they are more valuable than the rich, who hold them ing, 
contempt; and that the Deity, who delights in seeing mel a 
suffer, prefers the wretched to those who enjoy felicity. ™ 

The vulgar, also, imagine that those who possess the fa % 
culty of restraining their passions; of despising what meng, 
seek after, and depriving themselves of what excites the de bh 
sires of others, are extraordinary beings, not only agreeabiega,. 
to God, but endowed by him with preternatural grace. by 


Thus a harsh morality, which proceeds from insensibility nt 
pleases and imposes upon the ignorant, and is sufficient to ex "s 
cite the admiration of the simple. It is not even displeasing ” 
to persons placed in more happy situations, who admire the m 
doctrine, well assured of finding the secret to elude the prac" Bi», 
tice of it. Thereis only a small number of fanatics who - 
follow it literally. | ti 

Such are the dispositions with which many people be tr) 
induced to receive the morality of Jesus. His maxims [0h ah 


are 
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Arche MMMM serly gave birth toa multitude of obstinate martyrs, who, 
Com- MM the hope of opening to themselves a road to heaven, set 
to be orents and afflictions at defiance. They also produced pe- 
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sieats of every kind, solitaries, and swarms of monks, who, 
aemolation of each other, rendered themselves illastrious 
sihe eyes of nations by their austerities, voluntary poverty, 
; otal renunciation of the comforts of nature, and a conti- 
wil struggle against the gentlest and most lawful inclina- 
jy. These wonderful men were admired, respected, and 
wrered as Saints, by their fellow-citizens, who, themselves 
picient in moral conduct, had recourse to their intercession, 
gorder to obtain pardon for their sins, and indulgence from 
god, whom they supposed angry at their not being able to 
illow literally the precepts of his Son. In fact, these pre- 
eps rigorously observed, would plunge society into total 
nia, Which is supported only because the Nazarenes, who 
wofess to admire the doctrine, do not practise it, and follow 
lie propensities of nature at the risk of being damned, 
The history of the influence of the Nazarene religion, 
wows, that itis but a rotten prop to morality. How often do 
refiod men, who have made a flaming profession of this 
rigion, break loose at once, and abandon themselves to 
itbauchery, intemperance, and every species of vice. Escap- 
% from the slavery of superstition, they fly to complete 
warchy, and disbelieve the existence of all moral duties, be- 
use they have found the Nazarene religion to be ouly a 
ible. Hence, among the Nazarenes, the words infidel and 
iiertine, have become synonymous. It is certain, also, that 
& most Christian nations, are not those amongst whom 
wality is most’ felt and practised. In Spain, Portugal, 
laly, and even in Great Britain, where religion can boast 
preatest number of votaries, people live in the most 
tineful ignorance of their duties. Robbery, assassination, 
uchery, and persecution, are there carried to their ut- 
ws extremes ; and yet all men are full of religion. Indeed, 
tally virtuous men exist in those countries. Religion, 
Aticulatly in Catholic states, becomes an accomplice to 


ee, by furnishing criminals with an asylum, and means of 
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e the voliation with God. Presents, prayers, and useless cere- 
race *s, procure mankind a ready dispensation from the 


who Mactice of virtue. Even among the nations who boast of 
Messing the Nazarene faith in all its purity, its frivolous 
, are tputations have so entirely absorbed the attention of its sec- 
for- » that morality never enters their thoughts. We have 


ly to look around us to be convinced, that the Nazarenes 
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with whom we are daily associated, calculate, that the 
fulfil all their duties by a scrupulous observances, of the mi- 
nutie of superstitious observances, whilst they are strangers 
to all social affections, and labour for the destruction’of hu. 
man happiness. What more common than to hear the mo- 
dern fanatic denouning the practice of virtue, by terming it 
“ filthy rags,” with which the Almighty is always offended: 
as “‘ dead works,” and “ works of the flesh,” only calculated 
to procure damnatiop to those who cherish them —These 
visionaries do not allow themselves for one moment to recol- 
lect the declaration of Jehovah, that true religion and unde- 
filed, is to visit the fatherless and the widow, and to keep 
ourselves unspotted from the world. 

May this, dear Isaacs, be your constant study in your 


journey through life. 
NATHAN JOSEPH. 





LETTER XXII. 


Death and Resurrection of Jesus. 


DEAR ISAACS, 
THE Hon, Elias Boudinot, and those with whom he is as- 
sociated in the fruitless labour of attempting the conversion 
of our nation, hold it as an undoubted truth, that their Mes- 


siah Jesus, rose from the dead after he was crucified. The} 


Nazarene Apostle Paul, had said, ‘‘ If Jesus is not risen, out 
hope is vain.” It was, therefore, necessary that his followers 
should believe in the resurrection of their master. 

Taking the system as we find it, there appear strong rea- 
sons for believing, that Jesus did not actually die in conse- 
quence of being nailed to the cross. I have already mentioned 
the opinion held by the Basilidians and others, at an early 
period of the Nazarene church, that it was Judas and not 
Jesus who was crucified. But allowing this to have been & 
mistake, it appearsrather singular, that on piercing the body 
after it was supposed dead, blood should flow out of the 1n- 
cision. This seems to indicate that the vital spark had not 
fled, even after Jesus was taken from the cross. Weare also 
told, that his legs were not broken, although this was 4 prac 
tice common at all executions of this description. His ie 
ples had the liberty of removing bis body, and they m8® 
take care of his wounds on finding that he was not dead, a0 








ts- == SS = 


ne — oe — a a a a a 


= 
Ps ee | 








THE REPUBLICAN. 727 


fleet a recovery, which would have been no way diffi- 
they ye they laid the body in a new tomb, to which his 


od riends had ready access. | | 

f ho- Those who have detailed the circumstances connected with 
tien je punishment of Jesus, seem to have been aware of the 
ing it joubts then existing as to hisactual decease. With the view 
ded: obviating this difficulty, they have referred to several cir- 
lated wnstances ia proof of the fact. They have told us of an 


hese arthquake, of a total eclipse of the sun, and of the opening 
mm i the tombs, out of which many dead persons rose to life, 


ecol- : : 

inde- tthe moment. Jesus is said to have given up the ghost. If 

keep ese things really occurred, and were known to the Romans, 
ind to those of our nation who then lived, then the triumph 

your the believers in Jesus’s death must have been as complete 
the overthrow of the Basilidians, the Corinthians, the Car- 

H. peratians and others, who denied it. But if they were only 


3? 


‘vious frauds,” invented to serve a particular purpose, it is 
wident that the cause they were brought forward to promote, 
sthereby rendered the more suspicious, and its former proofs 
rakened, if not altogether destroyed. 

Now, no historian, either of our nation or of the Romans, 
mention any of these wonderful circumstances. Josephus 
s altogether silent respecting them; and so is Tacitus. 
Some writers have pretended that the eclipse was mentioned 
lyone Thallus, an author wholly unknown, and by Phlegon, 
whose work does not now exist, but has been quoted by Ju- 
lus Africanus, a Nazarene author of the third century. But 
Phlegon merely says, that in the fourth year, of the 202d 
Olympiad, there was a considerable eclipse; but this has 
wibiag surprising in it. ‘That it could not be an eclipse of 
iesun at the time of Jesus’s crucifixion, is evident from the 
let that the moon was then at its full, it being the celebra 
inmofour passover. The truth appears to be, that the, fol- 
bwersof Jesus were determined, atall risks; to make a great 
souage of him. They had accompanied his birth with 
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aeumstances of a marvellous nature, in which there was a 
triking conformity with that of many celebrated characters 





oi if antiquity ; they, therefore, wished to establish a similar 
pes? ‘ouformity in-his death. When Romulus died, darkness 
also "erspread the world. Plutarch sets off this eclipse with 





‘storm, which Dion shrewdly observes, prognosticated his 
sis. They could not do less, at the death of the Na- 
atene Messiah, than add an earthquake to the eclipse, anda 
heanttion from the dead. I wonder, dear Isaacs, what 
eof the persons, who were said to have partakenof 
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this resurrection? Did they rise with the same bodies the 
formerly had? Were they clothed or naked ? What acccunt 
did they give of themselves and of the other world? Since 
the era of the creation, mankind have been extremely desir- 
ous to ascertain what was going on in that heaven, that hell, 
and that purgatory, which they had created for themselves. 
The opening of the graves at the death of Jesus, afforded an 
excellent opportunity of satisfying men’s miads upon this 
interesting subject, and of giving them correct ideas respect- 
ing the joys of paradise, the torments of the damned, and the 
nature of the middle state—points of faith which have occa- 
sioned the shedding of oceans of tearsand of blood. But no; 
the dead arose for no other purpose, it seems, than to afford 
materials to the writers of the history of Jesus, to embellish 
that fable. 

But admitting, for the sake of argument, that Jesus ac- 
tually died and was buried, [ cannot discover that the fact 
of bis resurrection has as good evidence to support it as any 
ordinary event in history. The apostles themselves were un- 
enlightened men, and apt to be deceived by appearances. 
N one of them actually saw Jesus rise from the tomb. These 
aposties were also interested in believing, or making i tbe be- 
lieved, that their master had riser from the dead. Several of 
them as has been already observed, expected temporal rewards 
in the kingdom which they expected the Messiah was to es- 
tablish on the earth. His death seemed to destroy the hopes 
of many, but.some were disposed not to lose courage. They 
still calculated, that they might profit by the impressious 
which Jesus, while alive, had made upon the minds of the 
people. They, therefore, agreed to circulate the report of 
his resurrection, which, they doubtcd not, would appear 
very credible, in a person capable of raising others from the 
dead. To pursue any other course, would have exposed them 
to thenecessity of returning to their employment of fishermen, 
or of perishing with hunger. They forsaw, moreover, that 
they must brave chastisement and even death, rather than re 
nounce an opinion or doctrine on which their daily subsist- 
ence and welfare absolutely depended. ‘To labour, after 
having so long indulged in habits of idleness, was now out of 
the question. | 

The most important feature, however, in this part of the 
subject, is the total want of agreement, or unanimity 1D the 
writers, who have given us an account of the resurrection 
Matthew and Mark* say, that Jesus had foretold this eve?, 


Matth, xxvi. 32. Mark x. 34. 
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ia the most positive manner. John makes no mention of this 

ction, but expressly declares, that the disciples knew 
of thathe must rise again from the dead.* John tells us, that 
when Jesus Was taken down from the cross, Nicodemus em- 
ylmed his body with about a hundred pounds weight of 
ioes'and mytrh, and that he afterwards wrapped the body 
sa linen cloth, furnished spices usual on these occasions, 
gi laid it in the tomb.t Thus was Jesus embalmed, carried 
iway, and buried; all which, according to Matthew, Mark, 
ud Luke, was done in presence of Mary Magdalene, and 
Vary the mother of Jesus {; yet Mark, forgetting al this, 
gis us, that these same woman brought sweet spices in or- 
le to embalm his body, and came for that purpose, early 
in the morning of the day subsequent, to the Sabbath.§ Luke 
asno better memory ; hei nforms us, that these women came 
so to embalm a dead body, which, according to John, had 
iiready received a hitndred pounds weight of aromatics, and 
was enclosed in a sepulchre, the entrance of which was shat 
up by a massy stone. 

The whole of this story: about embalming the body of 
Jesus, affords demonstrative evidence, that his disciples had 
w idea of his rising from the dead, and fully warrants the 
sspicion, that the passages in Matthew and Mark, where the 
contrary is asserted, have been forged and inserted into the 
tal since these writings first appeared. 

Farewell, dear Isaacs; may you live long and be happy. 
NATHAN JOSEPH. 





LETTER XXIII. 


Same subject continued. 


Dear Isaacs, 
ACCORDING to the gospel attributed to Matthew, the guards, 
"ho had been placed near the tomb of Jesus, were sadly 
‘tied at his supposed resurrection, and having proceeded 
great haste to Jerusalem, they told the priests that an an- 


sl had descended from heaven, and had rolled away the 


‘one which blocked up thetomb. The priests, adds the same 


"niter, not in the least doubting the truth of the story told by 
Soldiers, bribed them to say publicly, that the disciples 


John xx. 9, ? Ibid. xix. 39,40. { Matth xxvii. 61. Mark xv. 47. 
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of Jesus had carried away his body during the night, and 
while they were asleep.—ls it possible to believe, this foolish 
story ? What man in his senses could expect that the soldiers 
would be credited in saying that the theft was committed 
while they were fast asleep ? How could they know any thing 
of the matter in thatsituation ? Is it to be believed, that these 
guards would accept money to tell a lie; or that the dread 
of punishment for neglecting their duty, would not have led 
them to reject the proposal with indignation ? 

It appears from the narrative.of Matthew, that the soldiers 
did not say they had seen Jesus rise from the dead. The 
pretended merely to have seen “ the angel of the Lord de- 
scending from heaven, and rolling away the stone which was 
at the entrance of the tomb.”*—Thus it is proved, that 
Jesus’ resurrection was seen by nobody. His disciples did 
not see it. The Soldiers who guarded his tomb did not see 
it. And our priests and nation, for whom this great event 
was said to have taken place, together with the whole Roman 
people, were altogether kept in the dark respecting it. 

As to the appearances of Jesus after his resurrection, these 
were altogether confined to his disciples, who were evidently 
interested in saying that he was risen again. Independent of 
this, the gospel writers contradict each other, as to these ap- 
pearances. Matthew says, that Jesus showed himself to 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary. John mentions the for- 
mer Mary only. Matthew tells us that Jesus appeared to the 
two Mary’s on jhe road, whilst returning from the sepulcbre, 
on purpose to inform the disciples of what they had seen. 


John informs us, that Mary Magdalene, after visiting the se- | 


pulchre, went and carried the news to the disciples, and 
thereafter returned to this same sepulchre, where she beheld 
Jesus in the company of angels. Matthew affirms, that the 
two Mary’s embraced the feet of Jesus.—John says, Jesus 
forbade Mary to touch him. Matthew informs us, that Jesus 
directed the two Mary’s to tell his disciples, that he was going 
into Galilee. John says, that Jesus ordered Mary to say, he 
was going tohis father. According to Mark, the disciples 
did not believe that Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene: 
and from John’s gospels, it appears, that she at first took him 
for the gardener.t 


* Matth. xxviii. 11—16. Ibid. xxviii, John. xx. 15. Luke xxiv. 11. Mark xv 


(To be continued.) 
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lish TO MR. R. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 

diers : 

itted 

thing SiR, Manchester, October Z2ist, 1822, 
these Deein@ it to be the duty of all patriotic writers and publishers, to 
read sate important and practical principles, as plainly as possible, for 


2 led the edification of the commonalty, I addressed the two papers, signed 
Equitas, and Veritas, to the Editor of the Manchester Guardian, 
nquesting their insertion in that paper. Instead of inserting the 


“ie former, he says ** we cannot see the practical tendency of the letter 
y of Equitas, it consists of truisms which might be repeated till doom’s- 
-de- day without any beneficial result.”” Now, Sir, the design of Equitas 
was was, to prove to the labourers of England, that so long as such im- 
that mense Sums were paid to so many individuals for doing little or no- 
‘did thing, Or worse than nothing, so long it was in vain for them to 
see tipect good wages; and that in proportion as. those exactions in- 
vent meased, the less would their wages practically become. The Editor 
man must have seen this; but had not patriotism, or philanthropy sufti- 
cient to induce him to exhibit the same to his readers, 

hese Respecting the latter he says, ‘* Veritas holds speculative opinions 
ntly ith which we do not agree; and the promulgation of which we 
t of should not consider useful.’” ‘This is the reason he assigns for not 
ap- inserting the paper. Now, is it not clear, that the opinions he deems 
' to speculative, and which he does not approve, are contained in the 


passages quoted from what are commonly called the “‘ word of God.” 


‘sm This Editor, therefore, does not choose to exhibit some of the most 
na inportant of the practical principles of the Sacred Book. Many of 
a those who profess to believe in the Divine origin of: the Scriptures, 


woly exhibit those parts thereof, which tend to subject the people to 
the tyranny and oppression of the rich and great; but keepin the 
lack ground, all those parts of it, which are opposed to the unjust 
ud cruel impositions of the rich. This is the general practice of 
- clergy ; and it would be much more honest in them, to declare 
their disbelief of it altogether, than exhibit its principles and pre- 


US ‘pts in this partial and unjust manner. 
ng If its doctrines respecting the division of Jand, money, or inte- 
he rest, Oppression and extortion, in all their various modes, are to be 


«tat uought ; it is better and more honest to diseard it altogetiver. 


es 
e; to profess a belief in its Divine origin, and reject its doetrine 
m m these most important points, is neither more nor less, than down- 


i hypocrisy ; which is infinitely worse than open and professed 
ufidelity, It is in vain to attempt to concea) the fact, that it is the 
Mornous exactions of our land proprietors, of our Government, and 
of the Church, which rob the labourers of their ease and comfort, 
i taking away the major part of the produce of thecountry. While 


the evil; it was all thrown on the artisans and manufacturers, 


bh price of agricultural produce was extravagantly high, the farmers — 





















a - : 


EO ge oe 
. + 


Ta 
—_ 


on 


te 


=. 7 
#3 


a 








































732 THE REPUBLICAN, 

but now the latter are relieved, and only relieved, for their sufferino 
are not quite removed, though the farmers are now oppressed e 
beyond endurance. Our land rents, our national taxes and ‘as 
Church expences, must all, all be greatly reduced, and reduced “ 
the common level of the neighbouriug nations, before the labourers 
can be all relieved. When this is done, we shall need no corn lawe 
to restrain. the importation of agricultural produce, as our farmers 
will then be able to sell as cheap as the continental farmers. It is 
however, vain to hope for such reductions, without a radically re. 
formed Parliament; and it is vain to expect such a Reform, unless 
the people will unitedly and perseveringly claim it—and the best 
mode to induce them so to do, is to inform them well, upon the mag- 
nitude of the evils which are inflicted upon them, in consequence of 
their having no power or influence over their legislators. 1 deem no 
writer worthy of the name of patriot, who will not deal fairly and 
plainly with the people; giving them the fullest and plainest infor- 
mation on these topics, which the subject is capable of. As you 
appear not to mince these matters, but to go fully and fairly into 
them, you will doubtless insert as much of these papers in the Re- 
publican as you deem worthy o¢ the attention of the public. The 
more political wisdom the people have, the more zealous they will 
become in the cause of Radical Reformation. Ardently wishing 
the political salvation of my countrymen, 


I remain, Yours, &c. &c. 
JOHN KNIGHT. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN. 








Sir, , 
Ir can neither be doubted, nor denied, that all political institutions 
ought to be calculated to promote, and, as far as possible, secure the 


general good of the people; and the general tendency of all laws . 


ought to be to prevent the mentally, or corporeally weak, from being 
injured, or oppressed, by the stronger. Or,if law cannot prevent the 
strong from injuring the weak, then it ought to compel restitution 
to'be made, as far as possible. Now I think it is demonstrable, that 
the only way to secure the general good of any people, as far as 
possible, is to secure the highest possible wages, to all the really 
useful manual labourers; because they must always composé the 
majority in every nation; and if they have plenty, none can be _ 
want; but this can only be done, by keeping as dow as peers 

the exactions upon such people, for other purposes; such as ‘ e 
expences of the Church and the State: and also keeping wages * 
equal as possible. The natural value of labour is different 1n differ- 
ent countries, according to their general fertility or sterility; be- 
cause it will not require so much labour to raise any given quantity 
of produce, from the richer land, as it will from the poorer. 
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Yow, suppose, in any country (England to wit) the average pro- 
juce of a day’s labour of a man, be equal to a bushel of wheat; 
and the monopolizers of the land, the Government, and the Church, 
uke one tenth of that produce; then it is evident, that the labour- 
as will receive nine-tenths of a bushel of wheat per day for their 
uhour; but if we suppose the former to take one fourth, instead of 
wetenth, then the labourers’ share is reduced to three-fourths of 
shat they actually produce. And if we suppose the former to take 
we half of the produce, then the labourers can only have the other 
half, or half a bushel of wheat per day; so that as the former in- 
uease their exactions, the practical wages of the latter are reduced 
ia the same proportion. Again, in order that the wages of all the 
ubourers may be as great as possible, they must be equal; for sup- 
ysea thousand men take a piece of work, for which they have on 
ie average, a bushel of wheat per day each—now if two hundred 
i them, insist upon having, and do take four hundred bushels per 
uy, itis evident, that the average for the remaining eight hundred 
net, will be only three quarters of a bushel each—and if we sup- 
the two-hundred men to take six-hundred bushels, then it is 
tar, that the other eight hundred men can have only four hundred 
wshels, or half a bushel per day each—so that whether we suppose 
those who do not contribute to the production, to take a part of the 
produce, or one part of the labourers, to take above an equal share, 
weither of these cases, it is as clear as the sun on a cloudless day, 
tut the share of the remainder will be diminished, in the same pro- 
partion, a8 the others are collectively increased. 
We ought further to observe, that the inhabitants of any state, are 
i reality co-partuers ; and that if any part of them, receive any 
thing, for doing nothing; or some receive ten, one hundred, or one 
lowsand times as much for their labour, as others do, (and I be- 
lere the greatest of these disproportions may be found in our un- 
py country, ) it is undeniable, that all the excess, above the ave- 
gt Must inevitably be taken from the wages of the remainder. If 
Lay single family, such vast inequality was found, what would be 
wud of those who made such arrangements ; and is not the injustice 
iad iniquity the same, if such inequality be found in any nation ? 
EQUITAS, 





THE EDITOR OF THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN. 


Sn, ri 
rh Ba, will be able to find a place in your valuable paper, for 
of bali observations on the inconsistency of our national faith, 
sion T national practice, It is a notorious fact, that we, as a 
» profess to believe that the scriptures are the word of God: 
ae deem it blasphemy this: and that great numbers have 
bat opin: cuted, fined, and imprisoned, for attempting to invalidate 
*pition or belief. In proof of this, one need only take a glance 
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at Mr. R. Carlile, lis family, servants, and many others, who hay 
Jong languished in Prison on that account. Yet although we aa 
defendi tht divinity of the Scriptures by pains .and penalties, how 
grossly and obviously do we violate the principles and precepts 
thereof, both by our laws, and our national and individual practices: 
to the incalculable injury of the poor and needy; ‘the “protection 
and defence of whom, is so frequently enjoined, both in the Old and 
New Testament. Perhaps the most important and consequential of 
these violations or inconsistencies will be found by comparing our 
general practice, with the following passages of the sacred book: 

** Lev. 25, ver. 35, 36, 57. If thy brother be waxen poor, or 
fallen into decay with thee, them thou shalt relieve him: yea though 
“he beza stranger or sojourner, Take thou no usury of him, nor in- 
crease, but fear thy God; that thy brother may live with thee. 
Thou shalt not give him thy money upon usury, nor lend him thy 
victuals for increase.”’ 

‘* Neh, 5, ver. 7, 9, 11, I rebuked the nobles, and the rulers, and 
said unto them, you exact usury every one of his brother: and | 
set a great assembly against them—Also I said, it is not good that 
ye do: ought ye not to walk in the fear of our God? Restore, | 
pray you, EVEN THIS DAY, their dands, their Vineyards, their 
Olive-yards, and their houses: also the hundredth part ot the money, 
and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye exact of them.” 
These passages evidently relate both to private and public Debts; 
and as evidently condemn and forbid the taking of usury or increase, 
in either case. Nay, is it not also evident, that the chapter from 
which the latter quotation is made, describes a case very similar to 
that in which our nation is at the present moment unhappily placed. 
In the 3rd, 4th, and Sth verses of the chapter we find the people 
lamenting and saying: ** We have mortgaged our land, Vineyards, 
and Houses, that we might buy corn, because of the dearth, We 
“have borrowed money for the King’s tribute, and that upon our lands 
and Vineyards—Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, 
‘our children as their children; (that is, we and our children stand 1 
‘need of food and raiment, as well as our richer brethren and their 
*ehildren) ** and lo we bring into bondage, our sons and our dfugh- 
‘ters to be servants; neither is it in our power to redeem them; for 
-other men have our lands and Vineyards,’’ and therefore we find the 
sacred writer, not only condemning the nobles and rulers for es 
acting asury from these distressed people; but actaally , enjoins 
*€ the restoration of their lands, their Vineyards, and their houses. 
Afthese passages are in truth and in fact, the word of God; and if 
our nobles and rulers profess to believe them to be so; and also 
prosecute and punish those who attempt to invalidate such opmion 
‘or Helief ; with what face can they exact usury from us, and perst- 
vere in’ withholding from us, our land, Vineyards, Houses, &¢. 
‘Every attentive reader of the Scriptures will clearly see, 
‘they “uniformly inveigh against, and condemn the Oe 
practices of the rich; and as uniformly describe God, as ee" 
helper,! defender, ‘and protector of the poor and needy; 4” 
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ajoin Kings, Judges, and Rulers to do the same :—But this prac- 
ice of taking usury Or increase, for money and other things which 
wre ket, or lent, at a price, is the principal hinge by which the pro- 
duct of the poor man’s labour, is taken from him, and given to others 
_If we suppose 2 young man to borrow twenty years labour from 
gother, at our legalized rate of five per cent. per annum ; it is evi- 
gat that if he lives and labours sixty, ora hundred years afterwards, 
ud gives the lender the whole produce of his labour, he will then 
ave retarned three or five times as much labour as he has bor- 
need, and still remain as much in debt as at first. Whereas, had 
be borrowed the twenty years labour, without interest, when he 
lad returned the produce of his own labour, for twenty succeeding 
ass, the debt would have been discharged.. It is this usurious 
practice alone, which makes our industrious men poor; and enable 
hers to live in perpetual luxury and idleness, at their expence. It 
is therefore to be hoped, that our engrossers of land, our fundbolders, 
ad our various other usurers, will either give up their unscriptural 
pacti¢es, or openly declare, that they deem the scriptures ‘** cunning- 
ly devised fables,” and no longer dupe or deceive mankind, with 
their pretended belief of their divine origin : nor any, longer persecute 
uhers,for doubting or denying, that our Scriptures contain the word 
wwillof God. Let us for man’s sake, if not for God’s sake, get 
nd of our hypocrisy and dissimulation: and also of our inconsistency 
of faith and practice. VERITAS, 





OBSERVATIONS. 





Every idea that I have formed of John Knight being as- 
wciated with respectability, I cannot but say that | am very 
bappy to have him as a Correspondent, but I must add, that 
think, it one sense, with the Editor of the Manchester 
Guardian, that, now-a-day, he will declaim in vain against 

contrast of Christian professions and Christian man- 
ts, if his object be Christian reclamation. If he intends 
bsetup the Bible as a work on political economy, he will 
but few points in it that he can defend against my at- 
licks: for instance, it is preposterous to expect to borrow 
nouey without paying interest, or usury, or whatever you 
Tiptree it. The political ecénomist must look at money 
nh pad at every other kind of capital or property. It 
“it No more be just to expect to borrow another man’s 
Pie! Without paying him interest, than it would be to 
, beet to live in his house without paying him rent. Interest 
the another term for rent. If Jehovah was the author 

He Jew Books, he was very ignorant in the science of 

ltical eeonom y. 

R. CARLILE. 
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THE REPUBLICAN. 


“a a Just Philehea {Prigedenen bds.. 
ANALYSIS 


Of the Jufluence of Patural Religion 
ON THE TEMPORAL HAPPINESS OF MANKEND, 


—»> C@OBOda— 


BY PHILIP BEAUCHAMP. 




















“Pais work is an original; and a novelty in Theological 
Discussion. [tis a calm and dispassionate enquiry into the 
value of the thing called religion, written in a style that the 
Judges of the Court of King’s Bench say is lawfal. 


THE SCRIPTURIAN’S CREED is reprinted, Price 3d. 


CHARACTER OF THE BIBLE anp BIBLE GOD; 
being an extract from “ The Republican.” Price 2d. 

‘LAWRENCE’S LECTURES anp THE KORAN, 
have been deferred to make way for printing the Analysis 
but will be proceeded with again immediately to a finish. 
' AGE OF REASON, Part 2, Price One Shilling, will 
appear in a few days. 





Ten Shillings have been received from Portsea. 
Ten Shillings by M. A. Carlile from Mr. West. 
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TO THE FRIENDS OF CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS 
: LIBERTY. 


_. A Meeting of the Friends of Mr. Richard Carlile will take place on Monday, 
the 4th of November, at the Paul’s Head, Cateaton Street; to take into conside- 
ration the most’effectual means of securing the liberation of Mr. R. Carlile and his 
Sister, at the expiration of the terms of their imprisonment. ; 

_. Ata time like the present when every effort is made by an interested and bigot- 
ted faction to enslave the mind and subjugate the human race, when Despotism 
with her gigantic stride has already marked out, the greater portion of the civilia 
world’as her prey, and liberty is known omy in shadow or in name, it near 
every man to stand forward in support of those principles and privileges which bs 
nature are his birth-right, and which can alone preserve him from that state Of 
slavery.and oppression which the despots of the earth are so actually and so pet- 
‘severingly engaged to accomplish. Chair to be taken at 7 o’clock. 
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